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SUBJECT: REACTION TO TRADE UNION COUNCIL (ACTU) 
PRESIDENT'S STATEMENTS ON MID-EAST. 

REF: MELBOURNE 1222 

1. ON NATIONAL TELEVISION NOVEMBER 26, ROBERT HAWKE, 
PRESIDENT ACTU, MADE EMOTIONAL PLEA FOR CHANGE IN 
AUSTRLAIAN POLICY TOWARD ISRAELI- ARAB CONFLICT. 
CAREFULLY BUT EMPHATICALLY, HAWKE REFUSED TO BE DRAWN 
INTO OPEN PERSONAL DISPUTE WITH PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM. 
AT ONE POINT, HAWKE WAS MOVED TO TEARS IN DESCRIBING 
PLIGHT OF ISRAELIS. 

2. EVERY AUSTRALIN NEWSPAPER NOVEMBER 27 COMMENTED 
IN EDITORIALS, COLUMNS AND CARTOONS ON ACTU PRESIDENT'S 
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"INTERFERENCE" BY "PRIVATE CITIZEN" IN NATION'S 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS; BUT MOST WERE AT LEAST SYMPATHETIC, 
WHILE RELUCTANTLY REJECTING HAWKE'S CALL FOR NEW 
PRO-ISRAEL POLICY. 

3. ON NOVEMBER 27 IN PARLIAMENT. AND AT LATER PRESS 
CONFERENCE, PRIME MINISTER GAVE LOW KEY REPLIES TO 
QUESTIONS ABOUT HAWKE PLEA, BY CITING ALP POLICY, 

NOTING THAT HIS AND LAST TWO LIBERAL GOVERNMENTS HAD 
MAINTAINED CONCERNED NEUTRALITY ON MID-EAST, BY 
ENDORSING UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS DIRECTED AT AREA. 
LIKE HAWKE, WHITLAM ELECTED NOT TO BE DRAWN ON CONFLICT 
BETWEEN THEM, SAYING HAWKE HAD IDENTIFIEDHIMSELF AS 
PRIVATE PERSON IN MAKING HIS COMMENTS. 

4. IN CONVERSATION WITH LABATT NOVEMBER 28, CLYDE 
HOLDING, ALP LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN VICTORIA STATE 
PARLIAMENT, SAID HAWKE UNFORTUNATELY HAD "GONE TOO FAR" 
IN HIS TV STATEMENTS. WHITLAM CALM STATEMENTS IN 
REBUTTAL MAKE APPEAR GUIDED ONLY BY EMOTION AND 
ACTING COUNTER TO LOGIC. HOLDING IS ADVISING HAWKE NOT 
TO HAVE ISSUE RAISED IN LABOR PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS 

AS HE FACES CERTAIN DEFEAT. HOLDING HAD HOPED TO 
START GROUNDSWELL FOR PRO-ISRAEL STAND WITHIN ALP AT 
STATE ALP EXECUTIVE MEETING DECEMBER 2. HE NOW 
HOPES QUESTION DOES NOT ARISE AS IT CAN LEAD ONLY 
TO REAFFIRMATION PRESENT "EVENHANDED" WHITLAM POLICY 
AND PUBLIC HUMILIATION FOR HAWKE. 

5. COMMENT: LABATT FEES HAWKE OUTMANEUVERED 
HIMSELF BY EXHIBITING HIS DEEP FEELING ON ISRAEL. 
AUSTRALIAN KEEN HAWKE- WATCHERS ARE NOT USED TO SIGHT 
OF FAVORITE AWCAL ACERB INDULGING IN PURE EMOTION. 

WHILE MOST RESPECT HAWKE FOR SENTIMENT, CONSENSUS IS 
NOT TROUBLED OVER WHITLAM RESTATEMENT OF MID-EAST 
POLICY. 

FLUKER 
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